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Blessed by the birth of his first great-grandchild on September 10, William Allan Clark, 86, of Saugatuck, Michigan , Kingwood, Texas , and St. Louis, Missouri, died September 11, following post-surgical complications resulting from stomach and esophageal cancer. 

Until his surgery, Mr. Clark was actively involved in the Evergreen Commons woodshop, where he created many pieces treasured by family and friends. He also taught several computer courses at the Commons. 

A life-long passion for tennis culminated in gold medals in the Michigan Senior Olympics for doubles (with Bill Arendshorst) in 1992, and for mixed doubles with wife, Jo, in 1994. In high school, he was ranked No. 2 in the State of Missouri, and was for many years active in tennis in Kirkwood, Missouri, and Kingwood, Texas. 

Mr. Clark served as a Lieutenant j.g. in the Pacific aboard the minesweep, YMS-493, commanding the ship through 3 typhoons and seeing action in the Battle of Leyte Gulf. 

He received a B.S. in Chemistry from St. Louis University in 1941, and an MBA from Washington University in 1958. 

Formerly employed as Director of Research and Marketing at Gulf Oil Chemical Corp., Houston, and earlier in the same capacity for Monsanto Co.in St. Louis, Mr. Clark was a member of the National Industrial Conference Board, and also authored 35 trade articles and four books, including a textbook, Marketing and Management: A Synergism, a novel, The Spirit of Amy, and his memoirs, As I Recall. His article, "Why I Love My Wife," appeared in Ladies Home Journal in the 1960s. 

He is survived by his wife of 62 years, Josephine Watt Clark, whom he met on the Saugatuck tennis courts in the 1930s. Also surviving him are his sister, Alice Clark, of St. Louis, and his children: Kenneth and Mary Clark, St. Louis, Josephine and Roy Clark-Curtiss, Paradise Valley AZ, Stephen and Nuviah Clark, St. Louis, Christine and Brooks Fuller, Blue Springs MO, David and Sandra Clark, Los Angeles, and Mark and Liz Clark, St. Louis. 

Mr. Clark was affectionately known as "Papa Grande" to his 17 grandchildren: Sara Klein, Scott, Emily and Christopher Clark; Greg, Garth, and Megan Curtiss; Zoë Clark; Amy Thomas and David Fuller; Whitney, Andy, and Lily Clark; Stephanie Clark; Erin and Kevin Stephenson; and Bryan Fuentes; and to his great-grandson, Brooks Thomas. 

Preceding Mr. Clark in death were his siblings, Mary Clark Killinger, Charles-Allen ("Q.U.") Clark, and Walter McClevey Clark, and his parents, Charles-Allen Clark and Alice McClevey Clark. 

Visitation will be held on Friday from 2-4 and 7-9pm at the Dykstra Lifestory Funeral Homes, Mulder Chapel, 188 West 32nd Street in Holland. 

Funeral services will be held on Saturday at 10:00am at St. Peter's Catholic Church, Douglas, MI with Fr. Ron Turcich officiating. 

Burial will take place at Douglas Cemetery following the funeral mass. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be given to Evergreen Commons of Holland, MI, Hospice of Holland, or Hurricane Katrina Relief Agency of your choice. 

Arrangements by Dykstra Life Story Funeral Homes, Inc., Mulder Chapel, www.lifestorynet.com

